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1. Introduction 

1.1. Overview 

1.1.1. This Statement of Commonality has been prepared on behalf of Springwell 
Energyfarm Limited (the ‘Applicant’). This document provides the Examining 
Authority (ExA) with the position on Statements of Common Ground (SoCG) 
between the Applicant and relevant statutory consultees and Interested Parties in 
relation to the proposed Springwell Solar Farm. It will be updated throughout the 
course of the Examination.  

1.1.2. The Applicant is seeking development consent for the construction and operation of 
a new solar farm with battery storage at land north of Sleaford, close to the 
settlements of Blankney, Scopwick, Kirkby Green and Ashby de la Launde (the 
“Site”), within the administrative boundaries of North Kesteven District Council 
(“NKDC”) and Lincolnshire County Council (“LCC”) (the “host authorities”).  

1.1.3. The Proposed Development falls within the definition of a ‘Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project’ (NSIP) under Section 15 of the PA 2008, as the capacity 
exceeds 50MW and, as such, is required to be consented by a DCO. 

1.1.4. The PA 2008 prescribes that the SoS is responsible for determining the DCO 
Application, with the power to appoint an Examining Authority (ExA) of an appointed 
person(s) to manage and examine the Application. The ExA, appointed through the 
Planning Inspectorate, will make procedural decisions and examine the Application. 
The ExA will make a recommendation to the SoS who will then decide whether to 
grant a DCO Application. Where a relevant National Policy Statement has effect the 
SoS will determine the application for development consent in accordance with that 
relevant NPS.  

1.2. Description of Development 

1.2.1. Springwell Solar Farm is a proposed solar farm that will generate energy for export 
to the National Grid (the ‘Proposed Development’). 

1.2.2. A summary of the description of the Proposed Development can be found in Section 
3.1 of the Environmental Statement (ES) Volume 1, Chapter 3: Proposed 
Development Description [EN010149/APP/6.1.2] [REP1-022]. The terminology 
used in this document is defined in the Glossary [EN010149/APP/6.1] [APP-040]. 

1.2.3. The main objective of the Proposed Development is to generate low-carbon 
renewable energy that can contribute to addressing the urgent need to decarbonise 
the UK’s energy supply. The Statement of Need [EN010149/APP/7.1] [APP-0135] 
provides further details.   

1.3. Structure of the Statement of Commonality 

1.3.1. This Statement of Commonality document is structured as follows:  

 Section 2 details the structure of each SoCG document and provides a list of the 
SoCGs that are being produced;  

 Section 3 addresses the status of each SoCG; and 
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 Section 4 sets out the commonality between SoCGs and a summary of their 
position.  
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2. Position  

2.1. Structure of SoCGs 

2.1.1. Each SoCG adopts a standard format to ensure consistency in the approach taken to 
documenting matters agreed, matters subject to an ongoing discussion, or matters not 
agreed upon.  

2.1.2. Each of the SoCGs are structured in the following way:  

 Section 1 provides an introduction to the SoCG, including a description of the 
document and the relevant party;  

 Section 2 provides a summary of engagement between the Applicant and the 
relevant party so far; and  

 Section 3 provides a schedule of matters raised by the relevant party and the 
Applicant’s responses to these.  

2.2. List of SoCGs 

2.1.3. Following continuous ongoing engagement with relevant statutory consultees, the 
Applicant has prepared a number of SoCGs prior to the acceptance of the Application.  

2.1.4. In terms of those submitted at by this stageDeadline 5, this includes:  

 Anglian Water Services Ltd [EN010149/APP/7.21.2]; [APP-0154]; 

 Cadent Gas Ltd [EN010149/APP/7.22.2]; [APP-0155] 

 National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) [EN010149/APP/7.23.23]; [REP3-
053] 

  

 Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue Service (LF&RS) [EN010149/APP/8.1.23]; [REP3-
057]; 

  

 Exolum Pipeline System Ltd [EN010149/APP/7.25.2] [APP-0158]; 

 Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) [EN010149/APP/8.1.32] [REP3-057]; 

 North Kesteven District Council (NKDC) [EN010149/APP/8.2.23] [REP3-059];  

 Historic England [EN010149/APP/8.3.43] [TBC];  

 Natural England [EN010149/APP/8.4.3] [REP4-043][TBC]; 

 Environment Agency [EN010149/APP/8.5.2] [REP3-065]; 

 UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) [EN010149/APP/8.6.2] [REP3-066];  

 Ministry of Defence (MOD) [EN010149/APP/8.7.3] [REP3-067];  

 Network Rail [EN010149/APP/8.8.32] [REP3-069]; and 

 National Highways [EN010149/APP/8.9] [REP3-071]. 
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3. Status of SoCGs 

3.1. Summary of Current Position 

2.1.5. This section confirms the current status of each SoCG as of the submission of the 
DCODeadline 5.  

2.1.6. Table 3.1 provides a high-level position on the status of each SoCG and where 
necessary includes further detail to aid the understanding of the status.  

2.1.6.2.1.7. The SoCG with Network Rail has been agreed with Network Rail. Due 
to internal processes, Network Rail is not able to sign the SoCG, however they have 
confirmed the Applicant can record their agreement in this cover letter.   

3.1.1. In terms of the terms used in Table 3.1, these are as follows –  

 Final SoCG - the final SoCG has been agreed upon by both parties, with no 
outstanding matters to procedurally resolve and has been signed by both 
parties.  

 Agreed SoCG - the final SoCG has been agreed upon by both parties, with no 
outstanding matters to procedurally resolve. 

 Draft SoCG - the SoCG has mainly been agreed upon between both parties, but 
there are a number of issues still outstanding, and it is yet to be signed off. 

 Initial draft SoCG – the initial SoCG has been drafted by the Applicant (using 
matters identified from meetings with the party alongside responses to Statutory 
Consultation, Relevant Representations) and is with the party for review, this 
has not had feedback by the party and is not signed off.  

 Not yet submitted – the Applicant is progressing these SoCGs with the intent to 
submit drafts at subsequent deadlines. 

3.2. Matters not Agreed 

3.2.1 The closing statement summarises the key issue-specific topics that arose from the DCO 
application and during the Examination. For each topic, a summary is provided, followed 
by, where applicable, a discussion of residual matters of disagreement at the end of the 
examination. The Applicant’s position on any such residual matter is then set out.  

1.3.1.  

 

Table 3.1 – Current Status of SoCGs 

Document Ref.  Relevant Party Position at Deadline 4 

7.21 Anglian Water Services Ltd Final SoCGDraft SoCG 

7.22 Cadent Gas Ltd Agreed SoCGDraft SoCG 

7.23 NGET Agreed SoCGDraft SoCG 

8.1 LF&RS Final SoCGDraft SoCG 

7.25 Exolum Pipeline System Ltd Final SoCGDraft SoCG 

8.1 LCC Final SoCGDraft SoCG 
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8.2 NKDC Final SoCGDraft SoCG 

8.3 Historic England  Final SoCGFinal SoCG 

8.4 Natural England Final SoCGFinal SoCG 

8.5 Environment Agency Final SoCGFinal SoCG 

8.6 UKHSA Final SoCGFinal SoCG 

8.7 MOD  Final SoCGDraft SoCG 

8.8 Network Rail Agreed SoCGDraft SoCG 

8.9 National Highways Final SoCGFinal SoCG 

 Summary 

3.2.  
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3.4. Summary 

3.4.1.3.3.1. This section provides a summary of the main topics covered by the draft 
SoCGs submitted as part of the Application Examination submissions and identifies 
where there is a commonality in the topics between the SoCG parties.  

3.4.2.3.3.2. Table 4.1 has been produced to set out the topics covered across the SoCGs 
and the status of the matter at submission with the relevant part. The colour coding 
used within this table has been described below.  

3.4.3.3.3.3. The colours of each cell correspond to the status table in each individual 
SoCG. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cell  Status 
 Agreed 
 Subject to further discussions 
 Currently subject to disagreement 
 Not applicable 
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